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Pesticide Use Notification Plan –  
For Outdoor Areas 

 
SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

(1) This pesticide use notification plan explains how Western Sydney University will notify members of the community 

about pesticide applications on its public places, with the aim of providing the community with information that enables 

them to avoid potential contact with pesticides. 

 
(2) The plan describes: 

a. The type of public places covered by the plan and any community who use them 

b. How and when the University will provide the community with information about its pesticide applications in 

public places (i.e. what notification arrangements will be used) 

c. How the community can access this plan and get more information about the notification arrangements 

d. Contact details for anyone wishing to discuss this plan. 

 
(3) The pesticides considered in the plan include insecticides (for treating insect pests); herbicides (for the treatment of 

weeds); fungicides (for treating fungus and mould) and rodenticides (for treating pest rodents). 

 
(4) The pesticide use notification plan has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Pesticides 

Regulation 2017. 

 

SECTION 2 - CAMPUSES 
 

(5) This plan applies to all students, staff, contractors and tenants on Western Sydney University controlled 

properties, where pesticides are used in outdoor areas: 

a. Milperra campus, Bullecourt Ave, Milperra 

b. Bankstown City campus, 74 Rickard Rd, Bankstown 

c. Campbelltown campus, Narellan Rd, Macarthur 

d. Hawkesbury campus, Bourke St, Richmond 

e. Lithgow campus, Mort St, Lithgow 

f. Liverpool campus, 100 Macquarie St, Liverpool 

g. Nirimba campus, Eastern Rd, Quakers Hill 

h. Parramatta campus, Victoria Rd and Pemberton St, Rydalmere 

i. Parramatta City campus - Peter Shergold Building, Macquarie and George Sts, Parramatta 

j. Parramatta City campus - Engineering Innovation Hub, 6 Hassall St, Parramatta 

k. Penrith campus, Great Western Hwy, Werrington and O’Connell St, Kingswood 

l. Sydney City campus, Elizabeth St, Sydney 

m. Sydney Olympic Park campus, Australia Ave, Sydney Olympic Park 

n. Westmead campus, Hawkesbury Rd, Westmead 

o. Blacktown/Mt Druitt Clinical School, Blacktown Hospital 

p. Macarthur Clinical School, Campbelltown Hospital 

q. Rural Clinical School, Bathurst and Lismore 
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SECTION 3 – PUBLIC PLACES COVERED BY THIS PLAN 

(6) Western Sydney University proposes to use or allow to use pesticides in the following categories of outdoor 

public places that it owns or controls across its campuses: 

 
a. Garden and lawns 

b. Sporting fields, courts and ovals 

c. Walkways, footpaths and road verges 

d. Carparks, grandstands and toilets 

e. Bushland remnants 

f. Agricultural and horticultural areas. 

 
(7) The University’s estimate of the level of community use, regular user groups and types of pesticide used in each 

of these public place categories is summarised in the following table: 

Public places 
Regular user 

groups 

Level of 

public place 
Types of pesticide 

Gardens and lawns • General public 

• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• Low 

• High 

• High 

• High 

• Spot herbicides or insecticides 

• Broadscale selective or non- 

selective herbicides 

• Broadscale insecticides 

• Fungicides 

• Spray termiticides 

• Spray ant control 

• Bait termiticides, 

• Bait bird control 

• Rodenticides 

Sporting fields, courts, 

ovals and grandstands 
• General public 

• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• Medium 

• Medium 

• Medium 

• Medium 

• Spot herbicides or insecticides 

• Broadscale selective or non- 

selective herbicides 

• Broadscale insecticides 

• Fungicides 

• Spray termiticides 

• Spray ant control 

• Bait termiticides, 

• Bait bird control 

• Rodenticides 

Walkways, footpaths 

and road verges 
• General public 

• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• High 

• High 

• High 

• High 

• Spot herbicides or insecticides 

• Broadscale selective or non- 

selective herbicides 

• Fungicides 

Carparks, and toilets • General public 

• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• High 

• High 

• High 

• High 

• Spot herbicides or insecticides 

• Bait insecticides and rodenticides. 

• Large vertebrate baiting 
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Bushland remnants • General public 
• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• Low 
• Low 

• Low 

• Low 

• Spot herbicides 

Agricultural and 

horticulture areas 
• General public 

• Students 

• Staff 

• Contractors 

• Low 

• Medium 

• Medium 

• Medium 

• Spot herbicides or insecticides 

• Broadscale selective or non- 

selective herbicides 

• Broadscale insecticides 

• Fungicides 

• Spray termiticides 

• Bait termiticides, 

• Bait bird 

• Large vertebrate baiting and 

fumigation 

• Rodenticides 

 
(8) Explanation of User Groups: 

a. General public – community members visiting or leasing the grounds or buildings, commuters passing 

through the campus, people attending functions (such as graduations or seminars) and neighbouring 

residences 

b. Students – the University’s students, while they are on campus for their coursework 

c. Staff – the University’s staff, including academics, professionals and support staff where necessary, refine 

practices and procedures to ensure the fulfilment of stated objectives 

d. Contractors – trades and professionals carrying out their work on the campus 
 

(9) Explanation of Level of Use: 

a. High – daily 

b. Medium – weekly 

c. Low – once per semester, annually or less frequently 

 

SECTION 4 – SENSITIVE PLACES 

(10) The Pesticide Regulation 2017 defines sensitive places to include schools, childcare centers, hospitals, community 

health centers and aged care facilities. 

 
(11) A number of sensitive places are located on or adjacent to Western Sydney University locations: 

 
(12) Western Sydney University Early Learning Centres 

a. Milperra campus 

b. Campbelltown campus 

c. Hawkesbury campus 

d. Nirimba campus 

e. Parramatta campus 

f. Penrith campus 

 
(13) Hospitals 

a. Blacktown Hospital, adjacent to Blacktown/Mt Druitt Clinical School 

b. Campbelltown Hospital, adjacent to Macarthur Clinical School 
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(14) Schools 

a. Centre of Excellence School in Agricultural education, Hawkesbury campus 

b. Mount St Joseph Catholic School, adjacent to Bankstown campus 

c. Kingswood Public School 2nd Ave, adjacent to Penrith campus 

d. St John Paul II Catholic College, Nirimba campus 

e. Wyndham College Senior High School, Nirimba campus 

 
(15) TAFE NSW campuses 

a. Campbelltown, adjacent to Campbelltown campus 

b. Richmond, adjacent to Hawkesbury campus 

c. Nirimba, Nirimba campus 

d. Nepean, adjacent to Penrith campus 

 
(16) Aged Care facilities 

a. Hawkesbury Living, adjacent to Hawkesbury campus 

 
(17) Other 

a. Henry Doubleday Research Assoc (AKA Earthcare), Hawkesbury campus 

b. Greening Australia Research and Nursery, Hawkesbury campus 

c. Local Land Services Demonstration Farm, Hawkesbury campus 

 

SECTION 5 – NOTIFICATION  ARRANGEMENTS 
 

(18) This section of the plan describes how and when Western Sydney University will provide notice of pesticide use in 

its public places, including special measures for sensitive places that are adjacent to our public places, arrangements 

for emergency pesticide applications and circumstances where notice will not be given. 

 
(19) These notifications arrangements are based on Western Sydney University’s assessment of: 

a. the level of usage of public places where pesticides may be applied 

b. the extent to which members of the public who are most likely to be sensitive to pesticides are likely to use 

these areas regularly 

c. the extent to which activities generally undertaken in these areas could lead to some direct contact with 

pesticides 

d. the type of pesticide used. 

 
No Notification 

 
(19) There is no planned notification for: 

a. Small applications of commonly used household pesticides, less than five litres of made up spray 

b. Cut and paint technique of herbicide application 

c. Drill and frill techniques herbicide/poison application 

 
General Notification Requirements for Low and Medium Category Areas 

 
(21) notification arrangements described in this section apply to public areas with low to medium use: 

a. No email 

b. At least two re-locatable signs will be located immediately adjacent to or a sign at every entrance point 
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(e.g. gates leading to fenced areas) of the application area and kept in place for the duration of the 

application. Signs will be located so they are easily seen by passers-by. The signs will be removed once 

the application is completed, unless the period of avoidance required by the pesticide manufacturer is still 

current (in which case signs will be removed once the avoidance period has expired. The signs will contain 

the following information: 

i. the full product name of the pesticide to be used 
ii. the purpose of the use, clearly setting out what pest or pests are being treated 
iii. the proposed date/s or date range of the pesticide use 
iv. the places where the pesticide is to be used 
v. contact telephone number and email address of the most appropriate contact person who discuss 
the notice 
vi. any warnings regarding re-entry to or use of the place, if specified on the pesticide product label or the 
APVMA permit. 

 
General Notification Requirements for High Category Areas 

 
(22) notification arrangements described in this section apply to public areas with high use: 

a. No email 

b. 48 hours prior to the commencement of an application at least two re-locatable signs will be located 

immediately adjacent to or a sign at every entrance point (e.g. gates leading to fenced areas) of the 

application area and kept in place for 48 hours post-application. Signs will be located so they are easily 

seen by passers-by. The signs will be removed 48 hours post-application, unless the period of avoidance 

required by the pesticide manufacturer is still current (in which case signs will be removed once the 

avoidance period has expired). The signs will contain the following information: 

i. the full product name of the pesticide to be used 
ii. the purpose of the use, clearly setting out what pest or pests are being treated 
iii. the proposed date/s or date range of the pesticide use 
iv. the places where the pesticide is to be used 
v. contact telephone number and email address of the most appropriate contact person who discuss 
the notice 
vi. any warnings regarding re-entry to or use of the place, if specified on the pesticide product label or the 
APVMA permit. 

 
Emergency Pest Control 

 
(23) Emergency pesticide applications may be required occasionally to treat health hazards such as biting, 

stinging or venomous insects or rodents. The potential pests could include wasps, bees, rodents, spiders, fleas 

and mites. In these emergency cases the normal notification will not be followed. When it is possible, a single 

sign will be placed in the immediate area of application. If necessary, people in the area will be alerted to both 

the health hazard and the pesticide application, particularly when it is close to a sensitive place. 

 
Additional Notification Requirements for Sensitive Places 

 
(24) A number of sensitive places are located on or adjacent to Western Sydney University locations, and they are 

listed in section 4. 

 
(25) In addition to the ordinary notification outlined above, pesticide applications within 20m of a sensitive place 

will be notified at least 5 working days prior to the application. The person managing the sensitive place, or their 

delegate, will be notified by email. 
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(26) When an emergency application is required within 20m of a sensitive place, notification will be carried out in 

person by knocking on the door of the sensitive place. Under these emergency circumstances the notification may 

be passed onto whoever is available at the sensitive place rather than the manager. 

 
 

SECTION 6 – HOW THE COMMUNITY WILL BE INFORMED 

(27) Western Sydney University will advise the public of this plan and its contents by: 

a. making a copy of the notification plan available at Office of Estate and Commercial, Building R1, 

Hawkesbury campus. 

b. placing a copy of the notification plan on the University website 

c. placing a notice in local papers that serve the area associated with the campuses 

d. placing a notice in the NSW Government Gazette 

 

SECTION 7 – FUTURE REVIEWS OF THIS PLAN 

 
(28) The notification plan will be reviewed every 5 years or when circumstances require a review of the plan. The 

review will consider the implementation and effectiveness of the plan to identify potential improvements. 

 
(29) When there are major changes to the plan, the public consultation process which established the original 

plan will be repeated. When there are minor updates to the plan the public will be notified through an update to 

the plan on the website. 

 

SECTION 8 – CONTACT DETAILS 

(30) Anyone wishing to contact Western Sydney University to discuss the notification plan should 

contact: Dr. Lyn Anderson, Environment Coordinator, 

Environmental Sustainability 

Division of Infrastructure and Commercial, 

Western Sydney University, 

Bld R1, Yarramundi Dr, Hawkesbury campus, Richmond 

Post: Locked Bag 1797, Penrith, NSW 2751 

T: 02 4570 1430 

E: l.anderson@westernsydney.edu.au 

mailto:l.anderson@westernsydney.edu.au
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Status and Details 
 

Status Current 

Effective Date 01 July 2018 

Review Date 30 June 2028 

Approval Authority 
 

Approval Date 
 

Expired Date 
 

 
Unit Head 

Bill Parasiris 

Vice President, Infrastructure and Commercial 
45701859 

 
Author 

Lyn Anderson 

Environment Coordinator, Environmental Sustainability 
45701430 

 
Enquiries Contact 

Lyn Anderson 

Environment Coordinator, Environmental Sustainability 
45701430 
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