
 

Right Of Access  
To Thesis  

 
 
 
FULL NAME :  ............................................................................................................... 
TITLE OF THESIS : ............................................................................................................... 
   ............................................................................................................... 
DEGREE :  ............................................................................................................... 
 
 
1. I give permission for my thesis to be copied by the Library for purposes of 
 preservation and :   (strike out the options not elected) 
 
 
either (a) I agree that the thesis may be freely available both for inspection and for 

copying. 
 
 (b) I note that under section 51 (2) of the Copyright Act 1968 (see page 2) the 

Librarian may make a copy of the thesis for the purposes of research or 
private  study.  I ask, however, that the Librarian obtain the approval of the 
appropriate Head of School before either copying the thesis or making the 
thesis available.  This  restriction is to apply for ............ months unless I 
otherwise agree, and thereafter the thesis may be freely available as in (a) 
above. 

 
(c) I request that the thesis be totally withheld from any use whatsoever for  

........... years from this date, but I agree that a Committee consisting of the 
 Librarian, the Chair of the Academic Senate or her/his nominee, and 
the appropriate Head of School may, upon request, and after consultation 
with me (if in the Committee’s opinion I am reasonably available) make the 
thesis available  for research or  private study, not including copying, to such 
extent and upon such conditions as the Committee thinks fit. 

 
 
2. As a condition of submitting her/his thesis for examination a candidate shall 
 grant or assign the University a licence to publish her/his thesis (in whole or 
 part) should it not otherwise have been published after a period of 10 years 
 from the award of the degree. 
 
 
Date :     Signature : 
 
 
Where an author has elected option (b) or (c) s/he may wish to explain why the restriction has 
been made. This will assist either the Head of a School {option (b)} or the Committee {option 
(c)} to make a decision 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
.................................. 

 



 
 

Right of Access to Thesis 
 
 
Under the Copyright Act, 1968 (Section 51 (2)) the Librarian has the right to copy theses under the 
conditions set out in that provision.  However, the University has the right to restrict access to theses 
held by the University Library and is prepared to allow the author of a thesis to restrict access to the 
thesis for certain purposes. 
 
 
ADVICE TO AUTHORS 
 
1. Option (a)  
 
This option makes a thesis freely available for all purposes including copying.  It is expected that most 
authors will elect this option, as normally there is no reason to restrict access to a thesis. The thesis 
will be catalogued and shelved in the general collection. It will also be added to the Australian Digital 
Thesis site. 
 
2. Option (b) 
  
Under this option the thesis is available for private study or research but reasonable protection is 
provided for confidential information.  It is the responsibility of persons wishing to have access to the 
thesis for purposes other than research or private study to consult the author. The thesis will be 
catalogued, and located in the Resources Management section. 
 
 
3. Option (c) 
  
Authors should elect this option only in extreme cases.  This option prevents any use of a thesis except 
that the University may make the thesis available for private study or research if the Committee 
mentioned in the option considers the restriction too extreme.  Where possible the author of a thesis 
will be consulted when an application has been made to vary the restriction. The thesis will remain 
uncatalogued and located in the Resources Management section. 
 
 
 
Section 51 (2)  Copyright Act 1968  (as amended by s11 of the 1980 Act) 
 
“Where a manuscript, or a copy, of a thesis or other similar literary that has not been published is kept 
in a library of a university or other similar institution or in an archives, the copyright in the thesis or 
other work is not infringed by the making of a copy of the thesis or other work by or on behalf of the 
officer in charge of the library or archives if the copy is supplied to a person who satisfies an 
authorized officer of the library or archives that he requires the copy for the purpose of research or 
study.” 
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